In the period [1965] [1966] [1967] [1968] [1969] [1970] [1971] [1972] [1973] [1974] [1975] [1976] [1977] [1978] [1979] [1980] [1981] [1982] [1983] [1984] 1241 patients with cervical cord injuries were treated in the Rehabilitation Clinic at Konstancin. This communication analyses some aspects of the functional results in the series. The degree of the injuries and the method of treatment are recorded. It has been found that the degree of the spinal cord injury on admission is a decisive factor in the prognosis but even in the tetraplegic this does not preclude improvement, provided expert treatment is commenced at an early stage. For example, 17°0 were eventually able to walk.
The age of the patient is also important-after 40 years of age the chances of a good functional result becomes less and the mortality greater. The method of treatment is also important as the results of surgery appear better than those after conservative methods. 3. The results of surgical treatment are better than with conservative meas ures. Thus it is advisable to make a wider use of surgical procedures in the treatment of spinal cord injuries.
